Research Integrity over peer review could create a reward system that favours quantity of output over quality of output and thereby undermines scientific integrity by tempting scientists to use "shortcuts" to achieve high quantity output. Informed by the discussions at the workshop in Beijing mentioned above, the Council and its CFRS Committee make the following proposals to ameliorate the situation.
Issues of Concern and Proposals for Amelioration
• Purpose and evaluation parameters of assessments Assessment methods and metrics are applied in different contexts, at the level of countries, institutions, disciplines, and individual scientists, while assessment results are used for different purposes, such as allocation of research funds, promotion of scholars or goal setting. Science assessments may be helpful management tools, but it is critical that their purpose be defined transparently.
• Align assessment output with science values and incentives Quantitative assessments are generally based on easily measured dimensions such as output or citation volume. There needs to be attention given to measurement of less readily quantified factors such as impact on the discipline or relevance to society.
• Science and science management needs Many quantitative assessment systems were developed to facilitate the efficient allocation of scarce resources, rather than to reward merit. The science community needs to be involved more strongly in assessment systems, to ensure that there is concurrence between quantitative evaluations and evaluations based on rigorous and unbiased peer review. Assessment systems themselves should be periodically evaluated.
IUPAC and ICSU-A Comment by Leiv K. Sydnes
The focus on ICSU and its activity in CI is commendable. The article by David Black in the May-June 2014 issue presents ICSU's mission and gives an excellent condensed overview of the organization's focus and activities. In this issue, an example of what ICSU does and how the work is carried out is described in more detail by Roger Pfister, the secretary of ICSU's Committee on Freedom and Responsibility in the conduct of Science, which I chair.
As both these articles show, the Principle of Universality of Science is guiding ICSU's work. This principle should be well known, not only in IUPAC but in the science community in general. However, this is not the case in spite of the fact that all unions that are members of ICSU, like IUPAC, are expected not only to follow, but to defend the same principle when violations are discovered or suspected.
I will argue that the Principle of Universality is solidly embedded in all the regulations guiding IUPAC's activities, but overall I am sure we can do a lot more to draw attention to violations of the Principle in countries where IUPAC conferences and other meetings are being held. That does not mean that IUPAC should boycott countries where such violations are more or less obvious-such an act is itself a violation of the same principle, but by raising issues in a proper way we increase the awareness and support individuals or groups in their struggle. For some violations, for instance prosecution and imprisonment of fellow scientists fulfilling their academic duties, such support is very important for the victims; for other violations, for instance fraudulent publication practices, it is just as important for us because our individual and collective awareness and sensitivity to such practices increase and make us less prone to the same practice.
However, my request for a more proactive role is not only aimed at IUPAC; most scientific unions have to increase their awareness considerably. The best way to start is to access ICSU's homepage at www.icsu.org and become educated and engaged. Then you will also learn about all the important multidisciplinary scientific work ICSU is facilitating and nourishing, where, as IUPAC President Mark Cesa said during the ICSU General Assembly in September 2014, in Auckland, there is a need for considerable involvement from the chemical community.
Let us get started and contribute to make ICSU better known in the scientific community-the sooner the better. 
